Guinea Care
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The brooder for baby guineas (keets) should
be weather-tight, free from drafts, and rodent
proof. Clean and disinfect a week or two
before the birds arrive. You can also use a high
cardboard chick-guard to form a draft shield
and to keep from having corners for them to pile
into. Keets need 95-98-degrees to start, but they
also need to be able to get well away from the
heat, especially during the day. You can use a
heat lamp or a brooder plate. At night, the birds
should be comfortably sprawled near or under
the heat source. If they are piled up, they are
too cold; if they are away from the heat and
panting, they are too hot. Lower the temperature
about five-degrees per week until they are fully
feathered (after six-weeks).
Keets need good traction underfoot. Cotton
towels, rubberized shelf liner, or large shavings
will all work. If the shavings contain small
pieces the keets may eat them so cover them
with a towel the first couple days.
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Keets are susceptible to coccidiosis, so use
medicated chick starter containing Amprolium
or use Corid in their water, until they develop
immunity at about six-weeks. We recommend
using NatureServe® Chick Starter/Grower feed
with essential oils, prebiotics, and probiotics.
Newly arrived keets also benefit from the
addition of electrolytes in their water. You can
begin to supplement their protein with dried
mealworms or chopped up hardboiled eggs
after a few days. You can add greens after a
few days (be sure to provide grit when you do).
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Once they are just a few days old, keets need
a lot more room in their brooder than chicks
do. They are much more active and need room
to run and develop their leg muscles. They will
begin to be able to fly by two-weeks. They will
enjoy having roosts or items to perch on.
*Source Guinea Fowl International

Use a chick waterer- several if you have 20
or more keets. Put feed on flat trays or paper
plates. Guineas scratch for their food rather
than pick it out of feeders.
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